INews

We need you to help children read =

Volunteer Reading Help (VRH) are looking for more volunteers of all ages and cultural
backgrounds in the BD5 area to work with children aged 5 -11 years. Volunteer Reading Help

. . o . . . . confident children, literate for life
VRH recruits, trains and supports volunteers working in local primary schools with 3 children in one OAIRAGHT G TRAOY, NI K Y

to one sessions. The children, chosen by the school already have some reading ability but what
they may lack is confidence, have low self-esteem, be shy or under achieving and need extra
support. The volunteer is not a teacher but is there to befriend the child, and gain their trust,
encourage their interest and enjoyment of books, build their confidence through praise, and help
with social skills through, for example, playing games, writing stories and poems, and
conversation. The work aims to be fun and relaxed.

Volunteers undergo training and are supported by the branch staff. This is an excellent way of
getting some work experience especially if people are interested in a career in childcare, education
or working with children and young people. Travel expenses are reimbursed and there's
opportunity for further training, meetings, talks and fundraising events throughout the school year.
VRH is also piloting its work in 3 branch libraries whereby volunteers help children aged 8 to 15
years with reading, homework and study skills through the Library Connect Project. This enables
people who cannot volunteer during the day to help after school hours or on a Saturday morning.

For an informal chat and further information contact Branch Organiser Anita Pearson on 01274

437178 or email bradford@vrh.org.uk. -
www.{ vrh.org.uk

Get confident with computers

The Minerva Centre is offering friendly and flexible computer courses. Whether you are a complete
beginner or want to improve get in touch with them to find out what's on offer. The courses are
funded and you can learn at your own pace in small groups.

MINERVA CENTRE cowren

The Minerva Centre training rooms are fully equipped with modern computers that have all the main applications used in today's
workplace. Tutors are well trained, experienced and sympathetic and will not rush you through courses.

Getting started is easy. You can contact the Minerva Centre by phone on 772121 or drop in and chat at their premises at the
Manchester Road end of Ripley Street. You can e-mail them too at info@minerva-centre.com .
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Make a commitment now to improve your skills in 2005

Improve your job prospects
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